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Abstract:

French dominance has remained complete over its African colonies for the past
six decades, and many of these colonies still remain under French control to
varying degrees. However, this influence in West and Central Africa faces an
unprecedented threat. The rapid transformations in the region, along with
France's failure or unwillingness to find solutions to escalating problems such
as terrorism, economic imbalances, widespread poverty, and the decline of all
government services, have led to the fall of its allies and the rise of radical
regimes opposed to its policies. This has resulted in a decline of its influence in
the region, paving the way for other international powers to infiltrate and fill
the gap left by the waning of this historical influence. France is no longer the
sole influential international actor in West and Central Africa, which has
become an area of attraction and intense competition among major international

powers that have begun to challenge France in its historical stronghold.

Keywords: French hegemony- African colonies- West and Central Africa-
International competition- Declining influence.
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Tom Bayes, China in Francophone West Africa: A challenge to Paris, Mercator Institute (1)
for China Studies, May 28, 2020. Available on: https://merics.org/en/comment/china-
francophone-west-africa-challenge-paris
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